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Dear	everyone,	

Compliments	of	the	season	to	all	of	you!	May	you	and	your	loved	ones	be	blessed	with	love	
and	togetherness	this	season	and	beyond.	We	asked	four	members	of	Staff	to	write	down	
their	memories	of	Christmas	and	what	Christmas	means	to	them.	We	begin	this	Newsletter	
with	those	vignettes.	

	WHAT	CHRISTMAS	MEANS	TO	ME	
To	think	of	Christmas	over	the	years	was	
to	 be	 overwhelmed	 with	 copious	
memories.	 Christmas	 has	 always	 been	 a	
bonding	 time	 for	 us:	 The	 excitement	 in	
bringing	down	 the	decorations	 from	 the	
loft,	gathering	around	the	Christmas	tree	
to	decorate	it.	Dad	would	always	wait	for	
the	 eleventh	 hour	 to	 flood	 the	 garden	
with	small	lights,	running	lights,	lights	of	
every	 colour…it	 definitely	 would	 look	
splendid	 and	 then	 we	 would	 be	
‘outstanding’	for	Mass,	since	every	seat	in	the	church	was	full.		
After	Mass,	everyone	from	the	island	would	gather	around	for	some	warm	hugs,	piping	hot	
tea	 and	 freshly	 baked,	 perfectly	 moist	 cake.	 In	 the	 Nunes	 family,	 Christmas	 has	 been	 a	
double	 celebration	 as	we	 could	 hear	 a	merry	 Christmas	 and	 Happy	 birthday.	 It	 was	my	
sister’s,	my	grandfather’s	and	my	grandmother’s	birthday!		

As	the	years	went	along,	the	home	got	emptier	but	the	heart	of	Christmas	still	beats	on…		
As	I	grew	older,	Christmas	and	its	meaning	continued	to	centre	around	family,	but	now,	it	
also	means	personal	growth.	Just	like	the	birth	of	baby	Jesus,	every	year,	I	pledge	to	myself,	
a	new	birth,	a	new	me,	new	strengths	and	the	courage	to	take	on	new	challenges.	I	wish	the	
entire	TGS	community	a	blessed	and	merry	Christmas.	

Ms	Joanne	Nunes	

****	
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Candles	burning	 low,	 lots	of	mistletoe.	Trees	decked	with	 lights	and	baubles	everywhere	
we	 go.	 Christmas	 is	 a	 festival	 of	 family	 gatherings	 and	 preparing	 to	 share	 the	 joy	 of	
Christmas	 with	 one	 another,	 with	 roars	 of	 laughter	 in	 the	 living	 room.	 Participating	 or	
simply	enjoying	the	Christmas	carols	all	over,	making	the	crib	and	decorating	the	home	to	
showcase	the	birth	of	Jesus	Christ	born	in	a	manger.	Preparing	a	big	Christmas	dinner	and	
an	assortment	of	Goan	sweets	that	is	then	shared	among	neighbours	and	friends.	We	spend	
the	 vacation	 playing	 games	 and	 sharing	 new	 gifts	 and	 toys	 that	 Santa	 Claus	 brought	 for	
each	of	us.	

But	for	me,	Christmas	is	also	a	season	of	being	a	gift	to	another.	As	a	childhood	tradition,	
my	siblings	and	I	would	begin	to	sort	the	excess	toys	and	clothes	we	had	to	give	it	away	to	
less	privileged	children.	Meeting	 the	elderly	and	 those	 in	orphanages	and	watching	 their	
faces	 light	up	with	glee	 is	 the	greatest	 feeling	 one	 can	experience.	 	The	 joy	of	 giving	has	
always	been	the	greatest	feeling	this	season	brings.	Let	this	Christmas	be	one	where	we	are	
a	 gift	 to	 someone	 in	 need.	 Those	 smiling	 faces,	 like	 you’ve	 never	 seen	 before,	 and	 those	
little	gifts	you’ll	give	them	will	touch	their	hearts	for	sure.		

Ms	Sybyl	Fernandes	
****	

In	the	words	of	Pentatonix,	‘For	years	to	come	we'll	always	know	
one	thing,	That's	the	love	that	Christmas	can	bring,	’cause	that's	
Christmas	to	me!’		
Christmas	 is	 that	 season	 that	 symbolizes	 joy,	 peace,	 hope,	 love	
and	 charity.	 	 This	 Christmas,	 may	 we	 aim	 to	 embody	 these	
beautiful	 virtues	 not	 only	 in	 this	 season,	 but	 every	 day	 of	 our	
lives!	The	one	Christmas	tradition	that	will	always	be	with	me	is	
that	 of	 making	 sweets	 at	 home.	 The	 joy	 of	 sitting	 around	 the	
table,	 mixing	 the	 ingredients,	 enjoying	 the	 leftover	 batter	 and	
seeing	 people	 enjoy	 what	 we	 make	 –	 that’s	 Christmas	 to	 me!	
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Reaching	out	 to	 friends	and	 family	who	are	also	going	 through	a	 tough	 time	–	by	 simply	
lending	 a	 listening	 ear	 or	 dropping	 a	 message	 of	 care	 and	 concern,	 well,	 that’s	 also	
embodying	the	spirit	of	Christmas.	Ask	yourself,	‘What	can	I	do	to	spread	this	cheer	every	
day’?	Here’s	wishing	you	Season’s	greetings	and	the	choicest	blessings,	this	Christmas	and	
every	day	of	the	year	ahead!		

Ms	Aditi	Silvieira	

****	
	

Christmas	 (the	 best	 time	 of	 the	 year	 for	 me!)	 begins	
with	Advent,	 a	 four	week	preparation	 to	welcome	 the	
birth	of	Christ.	 Inwardly,	 it	meant	confessing	our	sins,	
seeking	 pardon	 and	 preparing	 our	 hearts	 to	 accept	
Jesus	 .	On	the	outside,	 it	was	a	different	story:	stitch	a	
new	 shirt,	 dust	 out	 the	 decorations,	 put	 up	 the	
Christmas	 tree,	 source	 hay	 and	 sand	 for	 the	 crib.	 The	
whole	 house	 underwent	 a	 deep	 clean.	 But	 the	 most	
amount	of	time	was	devoted	to	sweets.	
I	grew	up	 in	a	 joint	 family,	mostly	 led	by	women	who	
were	 all	 very	 good	 cooks.	 Preparation	 of	 Christmas	
sweets	 was	 a	 family	 exercise.	 Our	 dining	 table	 bore	

witness	to	evenings	spent	using	combs	and	forks	to	roll	out	kulkuls	into	perfect	curls.	The	
floor	was	papered	down	for	neuris,	The	marble	table	in	another	room	would	be	cleaned	to	
allow	for	cooling	of	the	doce,	before	it	was	cut	into	diamond	shapes.	
On	our	return	from	midnight	mass	on	Christmas	eve,	which	was	an	annual	affair,	we	would	
wake	up	our	grandmother	 to	place	 the	baby	 Jesus	statue	 in	our	 crib.	 It	would	herald	 the	
beginning	of	our	Christmas	festivities	which	included	eating	a	lot	of	food	and	sweets,	visits	
to	family	and	friends,	serenading	around	the	village,	etc.	over	the	next	twelve	days.	
I	wish	 the	TGS	 family	a	very	happy	and	blessed	Christmas.	May	 this	 joyous	 season	bring	
you	all	smiles,	happiness,	peace,	love	and	good	health	in	the	days	to	come.	

Mr	Jonathan	Lobo	
**** 

											
CHRISTMAS	SPECIAL	AND	FESTIVAL	CELEBRATIONS	(WHOLE	SCHOOL)	
It	was	indeed	the	best	way	to	say	goodbye	to	the	year!		Students	of	Nursery	to	Grade	2	stole	
the	 hearts	 of	 the	 audience	 with	 their	 cuteness	 quotient	 and	 display	 of	 talent	 at	 the	
Christmas	 Special.	 Grades	 3	 to	 9	 exhibited	 a	 wide	 range	 of	 performances	 with	 songs,	
dances,	role	plays	and	warm	greetings	of	the	season.	To	add	to	the	festivities,	the	TGS	staff	
presented	the	much-awaited	show	reel.	The	entire	school	dwelled	in	the	festive	mood	with	
the	screening	of	the	Virtual	Christmas	Special	and	Celebrations!	The	surprise	Santa	visit	for	
Grades	7	 -	9	was	completely	unexpected	which	 left	us	saying,	 “What	more	could	we	have	
asked	for?”	With	delight,	warmth	and	gratefulness,	the	students	and	staff	members	warmly	
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greeted	each	other	to	look	forward	to	another	eventful	year!		
	

	

	
PRE-PRIMARY	EVENT	UPDATES	

MATH	FUN	DAY	
Nursery	
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Math	games	bring	out	kids'	natural	love	for	numbers.	The	children	had	a	great	time	playing	
Hopscotch,	 which	 got	 them	moving	 and	 having	 fun	 at	 the	 same	 time!	 To	make	 learning	
some	more	fun,	they	went	Hunting	for	numbers	around	the	house.	Our	little	bundles	of	joys	
had	an	exciting	time	matching	the	pictures	to	their	shadow.	

LKG	
The	students	of	the	Lower	Kindergarten	had	fun	with	math	while	they	formed	2D	shapes	
using	 popsicle	 sticks	 and	 created	 the	 objects	 of	 their	 choice.	 They	 also	 collaboratively	
played	the	shape	‘Bingo’	game.	

UKG	
Math	 can	 be	 daunting	 for	 one	
while	 exciting	 for	 another.	
However,	 there’s	no	better	way	
of	 learning	 math	 than	 through	
play.	 The	 children	 enjoyed	
playing	 a	 treasure	 hunt	 game	
and	looking	for	numbers	in	skip	
counts	 of	 ten.	 They	 also	
indulged	 in	 an	 activity	 of	
making	 a	 tall	 tower	 using	 40	
pencils.	 The	 activity	 helped	 in	
developing	 their	 logical	
thinking	 skills.	 Solving	 riddles	
kept	 the	 little	ones	on	 the	edge	
of	 their	 seats	 and	 with	 a	
thinking	 mind	 throughout;	 it	
was	an	enriching	Math	event	for	the	learners	of	UKG.	

	
NEWS	FROM	THE	SPECIALISTS	

I. ART	
The	Early	Years	learners	made	DIY	Christmas	
decorations	and	cards	to	celebrate	the	festive	
season.		

I. DANCE		

In	 our	 Nursery	 dance	 class,	
children	are	being	introduced	to	a	
few	popular	dance	moves	that	are	
simple	to	do	and	can	be	danced	to	
on	 any	 pop	 song.	 Kids	 enjoyed	
learning	how	to	do	the	“Tornado”,	
the	 “X”	 and	 “Muscles”	 simple	
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terms	to	help	them	understand	what	dance	move	is	being	asked	of	them.	Easy	to	remember	
and	easy	to	do!	
Similarly,	 the	 children	 in	 LKG	 learned	moves	with	 funny	 names	 to	 help	 them	 remember	
how	 to	 do	 popular	 dance	 moves	 like,	 “Put	 on	 your	 socks”,	 the	 ‘Mime’	 the	 ‘Robot’,	
“Spaghetti”,	 “Toilet	 paper	 roll”	 etc.	 these	 descriptive	 terms	 will	 help	 them	 to	 recollect	
movement	required	of	them	especially	when	they	have	to	perform	for	an	audience.	

II. DRAMA	

UKG	 students	 have	 been	 working	 hard	 and	
practising	daily	 for	 their	performance	 in	 the	
Christmas	 special.	 They	 have	 improved	
tremendously	and	have	learned	how	to	work	
better	 as	 a	 team	 supporting	 each	 other	 and	
becoming	 more	 spatially	 aware	 as	 they	 had	
to	perform	on	stage	which	demanded	all	 the	
skills	 that	 they	have	acquired	so	 far	 in	

their	 dance	 classes.	 I	 am	 convinced	 that	 they	 have	 learned	 a	 whole	 lot	 more	 from	 one	
another	during	their	practice	sessions	than	was	expected	of	them.	
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The	children	finally	took	to	stage	for	the	Christmas	special.	Our	final	class	for	the	year	was	
at	the	Gera	School	Auditorium	which	was	a	new	experience	for	our	online	learners.	It	was	
impressive	 to	 see	 how	 the	 little	ones	 overcame	 challenges	 like	 stage	 fright,	 proper	 voice	
projection,	impromptu	acting	and	dialogues.	I	saw	each	child	put	in	a	lot	of	dedication	and	
effort	for	their	part.	Overall	it	was	a	good	learning	experience	for	us	all.	We	look	forward	to	
more	drama	classes	at	the	Gera	auditorium	in	the	future.	

III. MUSIC	

’Tis	 the	season	to	be	 jolly	and	so	the	children	had	a	 joyful	 time	 learning	Christmas	carols	
like	Rudolph	the	red-nosed	reindeer	&	Frosty	the	snowman.	They	sang	in	melodious	voices	
and	cheerful	expressions	on	their	faces.		They	danced	with	a	lot	of	excitement	to	the	songs	
``Reindeer	hokey	pokey,	Christmas	tree	dance	&	Xmas	 freeze”.	 	All	 the	children	had	a	 fun	
time	listening	and	singing	random	tunes	like	Jingle	Bells,	Cover	Me	in	Sunshine,	Have	you	
ever	gone	fishing,	Christmas	ABC,	Ten	Little	Elves	and	more.	

		
	
	

	
NEWS	FROM	EACH	GRADE	

NURSERY	
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Literacy	

Although	December	is	the	shortest	month	of	the	academic	year,	there	are	always	plenty	of	
events	happening	around.	Our	learners	revised	the	letter	sounds	for	the	letters	c,	k,	e,	h	and	
r.	 	For	recapitulation	of	 the	 letter	 ‘r’,	our	tiny	tots	made	a	reindeer	band.	This	week	they	
were	 introduced	to	the	 letter	 ‘m’	 through	a	story.	To	practise	 the	 initial	letter	sounds	the	
children	enjoyed	playing	the	game	 ‘Feed	the	Monkey’.	With	Christmas	around	the	corner,	
our	little	ones	engaged	in	some	craft	activities	like	decorating	the	Christmas	bell	with	holly	
leaves,	cherries	and	glitter.	

	
Thematic	Learning		
Nursery	 busy	 bees	 were	 engaged	 this	 month	 in	
learning	 about	 the	 different	 ways	 how	 objects	 move.	
They	observed	objects	and	things	in	their	daily	life	and	
recognized	the	pattern	in	which	they	move,	be	it	round	
in	 circular	 motions	 or	 up	 and	 down	 -	 the	 little	 big	
minds	figured	them	out	with	ease!	

The	topic	of	animals	has	interested	children	for	generations.	Teaching	about	farm	animals	
to	 our	 children	 was	 the	 first	 step	 in	 introducing	 them	 to	 wildlife,	 and	 explaining	 that	
animals	 require	 different	 types	 of	 care	 and	 have	 different	 needs.	 This	 is	 particularly	 the	
case	 when	 it	 comes	 to	 things	 like	 food,	 shelter,	 and	 care	 –	 One	 has	 to	 be	 patient	 and	
observant	when	 dealing	with	 animals	 and	 their	 needs,	 which	 are	 important	 qualities	 to	
encourage	in	children.		
	
Numeracy	
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The	countdown	for	Christmas	has	begun!	Our	fun	Christmas	classroom	activities	kept	the	
tiny	 tots	entertained	 this	week	while	 sharpening	 their	math	 skills.	The	young	ones	were	
introduced	 to	 the	 numeral	 9.	 To	 reinforce	 numeral	 9	 the	 children	 indulged	 in	 a	

fingerprinting	 activity	 and	 thoroughly	 enjoyed	 it.	 	 The	 concept	 of	 patterns	 was	 revised	
through	 activities	 like	 decorating	 the	 gift	 box	 and	 using	 Christmas	 ornaments.	 Fireless	
cooking	 activities	 are	 a	 great	way	 to	 teach	 various	 concepts	 as	 children	 look	 forward	 to	
eating	and	having	 fun.	The	children	practised	sequencing	by	making	 Jam	Sandwiches	and	
relishing	 them	 at	 the	 end.	 Number	 colour	 association,	 helps	 children	 develop	 their	 fine	
motor	skills,	hand-eye	coordination	and	concentration.	The	children	coloured	the	Rainbow	
Fish	and	Unicorn	using	the	colour	code.	
	
LKG	
Thematic	Learning	
The	students	were	introduced	to	the	
topic	 of	 ‘All	 over	 the	 world’.	 To	
understand	the	concept	of	the	world	
the	students	learned	about	the	Solar	
System,	 the	 8	 planets,	 and	 the	 7	
continents.	 They	 were	 able	 to	
identify	 Earth	 as	 a	 planet	 that	 they	
live	 on	 and	 Asia	 as	 their	 continent.	
The	 students	were	 eager	 to	 draw	 the	 solar	 system	 and	 the	 continents	 that	 they	 learned	
about.	

	
Language			
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The	 learners	 of	 the	 LKG	 class	 have	 learned	 the	 letter	 ‘B/b’	 and	 ‘J/j’.	 To	 display	 their	
knowledge	about	words	beginning	with	the	letter	sounds	B	and	J,	a	 few	students	showed	
objects	beginning	with	the	letter	sound	while	the	others	by	drawing	them	out.	As	the	days	
go	 by	 the	 learners	 are	 getting	 better	 at	 writing	 using	 different	 methods	 like	 sand	 tray	
writing,	 playdough	 writing,	 and	 writing	 on	 worksheets.	 They	 can	 confidently	 write	 the	
lower	and	uppercase	letters	b	and	j.	

	
Numeracy		
The	students	of	the	lower	kindergarten	are	in	the	process	of	learning	to	create,	repeat,	read	
patterns	 and	 guess	 what	 comes	 next	 in	 the	 series.	 They	 identify	 patterns	 in	 their	
surroundings	and	use	different	patterns	to	make	creative	greeting	cards	for	Christmas.	

	
UKG	
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Thematic	Learning	
The	 students	 of	 UKG	 started	 their	 new	 theme	 ‘Earth	 and	 Space’	 by	 exploring	 the	 planet	
Earth.	They	spoke	about	how	the	Earth	is	made	up	of	 ‘Land	and	Water’.	The	students	are	
working	on	exploring	the	solar	system	and	came	up	with	some	wonderful	 illustrations	of	
the	eight	planets.	

	
	
Numeracy		

Number	names	are	a	part	of	Math	literacy	and	children	in	early	years	learn	to	spell	number	
names	and	translate	them	into	digits.	The	Children	learned	number	names	from	one	to	ten	
and	to	spell	and	write	 them.	They	enjoyed	playing	a	hunting	game	where	they	looked	for	
number	 names	 around	 the	 house.	 The	 children	 also	 learned	 the	 concept	 of	 length	 and	
height.	They	used	various	objects	and	materials	to	compare	short	and	long,	tall	and	short.	
They	learned	to	use	comparative	language	like	long,	longer,	longest.		

 

Language		
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Learning	digraphs	with	a	mix	of	activities	makes	it	lively	and	enjoyable	for	pre-schoolers.		
In	 the	 last	week,	 the	 learners	of	UKG	learned	the	digraphs	/oo/oi/ue/	and	associated	the	
sound	with	 things	 around	 them.	 They	 came	up	with	 different	words	 and	 learned	 to	 use	
them	 in	 sentences.	 The	 children	 had	 fun	 as	 they	 drew,	 coloured,	 and	 learned	 different	
words	with	 pictures.	 Using	 playdough	helps	 in	 developing	 hand	muscles,	 and	 fine	motor	
skills.	 The	 children	 indulged	 in	 play	 and	 learned	 the	 formation	 of	 the	 digraphs	 with	
playdough	and	tracing	activities.	

	
PRIMARY	UPDATES	

SPECIAL	EVENTS	
	
Literary	Week	Celebrations	(Grades	1	to	9)	
“With	languages,	you	are	at	home	anywhere,”	said	the	contemporary	English	author,	Edmund	
de	Waal.	Grades	1	to	9	celebrated	the	 importance	of	 language	as	part	of	 the	Literary	Week.	
Learners	were	exposed	to	poetry	 recitations,	Creative	poetry	and	story	writing,	 extempore,	
storytelling,	book	reading	and	reviews!		

	
NEWS	FROM	THE	SPECIALISTS	

	
I. ART	(All	about	Christmas!!)	

Grade	1		
Learners	of	Grade	1	made	a	Christmas	Santa	Card	and	a	3D	Christmas	tree	as	can	be	seen	
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below.	The	Santa	card	was	about	pasting	and	compiling	the	different	paper	pieces	while	the	
Christmas	 tree	 was	 also	 about	 paper	 craft	 and	 decorating	 the	 tree	 as	 a	 showpiece	 for	
Christmas	celebration.	
Having	your	deco	made	by	yourself	has	a	different	feeling	than	in	purchasing	a	deco	piece,	
since	 you	 add	 your	 love	 and	 personal	 touch	when	 you	 create	 something	 and	 so	 leaners	
were	taught	to	create	their	own	Christmas	card	and	Christmas	tree.	
	
Grade	2	
Grade	 2	 learners	were	 shown	 a	 DIY	 3D	 bauble	 using	 balloon	 and	 lots	 and	 lots	 of	 tissue	
paper	and	glue.	They	made	a	2D	Christmas	name	ornament	as	well.	Though	the	activity	was	
quite	 challenging,	 all	 the	 learners	 tried	 it	 out	 and	 a	 few	 	 learners	 even	 hung	 it	 on	 their	
Christmas	tree.	The	idea	was	for	learners	to	learn	how	to	create	their	own	Christmas	deco	
piece	creating	an	artistic	sense	of	self-satisfaction	and	pride.	
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II. DANCE	
The	 learners	 of	Grade	1	 are	 doing	 admirably	as	 they	 are	 polishing	 their	 routine	 for	 the	
upcoming	Christmas	special.	 	It	is	delightful	to	see	them	point	their	toes	and	do	their	jazz	
kicks,	their	ball	change,	jazz	hands	and	their	jazz	walks.		
Grade	 2	 learners	 are	 preparing	 to	 wow	 audiences	 with	 their	 country	 line	 dance	
performance.	 They	 have	 been	 practising	 regularly	 to	 improve	 their	 timing	 and	 dance	 in	
unison	as	they	perfect	their	moves	like	the	K-step	and	the	pigeon-toe.	
	
	

	
III. FRENCH	

Vocabulary	refers	to	the	collection	of	words	that	a	person	
knows	 and	 uses.	 It	 is	 a	 development	 of	 acquiring	 new	
words.		
Grade	1	learners	enjoyed	drawing	a	Christmas	tree	and	
making	 beautiful	 greeting	 cards	 in	 French	 using	 their	
festive	 vocabulary.	 They	 also	 built	 their	 vocabulary	 by	
leaning	 new	 words	 in	 French	 while	 revising	 the	
numbers	and	practising	phonics.	
	
IV. HINDI	

Revision	helps	stop	knowledge	being	lost.	Grade	
1	learners	revised	Hindi	Varnmala.	
We	 also	 celebrated	 literary	 in	 the	 classroom	
based	on	the	Christmas	Season.	So	much	fun	and	
learning	packed	in	all	the	sessions.	

	
V. CIRCLE	TIME		
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This	 fortnight,	 the	
learners	 of	 Grade	 1	
had	 fun	 while	
exploring	 the	
importance	 of	
respecting	 others.	 As	
Christmas	 approaches,	
being	 able	 to	 identify	
and	 practice	 respect	 is	
something	 that	 all	
children	 ought	 to	 be	
given	 the	 opportunity	
to	 do.	 Through	
watching	 videos,	
reflection	 and	 games,	
the	 children	 enjoyed	
themselves	while	learning	a	very	important	life	skill.		
	
The	 learners	 of	Grade	2	 donned	 their	 reflection	 hats	 and	 looked	within	 to	 see	 just	 how	
respectful	they	were.	They	had	the	time	to	contemplate	their	behaviour	and	figure	out	how	
to	do	 things	differently.	As	 they	participated	 in	 the	 class,	 they	were	 introduced	 to	a	very	
important	concept	of	personal	space	as	well.	This	topic	shall	be	explored	more	intricately	in	
the	future	to	help	children	understand	safety	as	well.		
	
	
VI. COMPUTER	SCIENCE	

Learners	 of	 Grade	 1	 were	 able	 to	 explain	 the	
concept	of	a	processor,	and	how	computers	use	
electricity	to	function.	They	also	learnt	about	the	
parts	of	a	computer,	I/O	devices,	how	hardware	
devices	are	linked	(wired	and	wireless),	and	did	
an	activity	on	 the	same.	Learners	discussed	the	
kinds	 of	 tasks	 that	 computers	 help	 us	 do,	 and	
what	kinds	of	 tasks	they	cannot	do	easily.	They	
further	solved	some	assignment	questions. 
Learners	 started	 a	 new	Lesson	 on	 the	 Internet,	
and	 were	 taken	 through	 the	 concepts	 of	
browsers,	 search	 engines,	 websites,	 and	 the	
world	wide	web.	They	also	used	various	tools	in	
the	 browser	 with	 understanding,	 like	 the	
forward	and	backward	arrows,	 address	bar,	 search	 tab,	 etc.	 Learners	were	able	 to	 find	a	
few	 facts	 about	 various	 fruits	 on	 the	 internet	 using	 search	 engines	 (kiddle.co)	 to	 do	 so.	
They	 were	 able	 to	 differentiate	 between	 facts	 and	 opinions.	 They	 saw	 and	 worked	 on	
different	search	engines	to	research	on	topics	given	(download	 images	and	text	 from	the	
internet).	
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Learners	of	Grade	2	were	able	 to	explain	the	concepts	of	digital	and	digital	devices.	They	
revised	 the	 parts	 of	 a	 computer,	 I/O	 devices	 and	 a	 processor,	 and	 saw	 the	 differences	
between	 a	 desktop	 computer	 and	 a	 laptop.	 Learners	 learnt	 about	 the	 parts	 of	 a	 typical	
computer;	along	with	the	concepts	of	a	processor,	the	differences	between	a	laptop	and	a	
computer	(in	detail),	and	the	uses	of	a	desktop	computer.	They	further	learnt	about	mini-
computers	 and	 touch	 screen	 devices.	 They	 discussed	 about	 the	 features	 of	 hand-held	
devices,	 the	 uses	 of	 a	 mobile	 phone,	 the	 uses	 of	 a	 computer	 in	 different	 jobs,	 and	 the	
benefits	 of	 using	 a	 computer.	 Learners	 	 were	 able	 to	 choose	 tasks	 where	 a	 computer	
could/could	not	help,	and	were	also	able	to	choose	the	right	type	of	a	computer	for	a	task.	

	
VII. MUSIC	

Grades	1	and	2	
The	learners	practised	the	carol,	Two	Front	Teeth	and,	We	Wish	You	A	Merry	Christmas	for	
the	Christmas	celebration.		
The	whole	class	also	participated	in	singing	other	carols	like	Rudolf,	The	Red	Nose	Reindeer,	
Jingle	Bells	and	Santa	Claus	Is	Coming	To	Town.	
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
	
	
VIII. P.E.	

Jumping	rope	is	an	excellent	motor	skill-
building	activity.	 Since	kids	have	 to	pick	
up	 both	 their	 feet	 simultaneously	 while	
jumping	rope	and	it	builds	bilateral	motor	
coordination.	 Jumping	 rope	 for	 learners	
also	 takes	 a	 lot	 of	 concentration,	 which	
helps	them	hone	their	ability	to	focus.	
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Our	focus	in	PE	has	been	to	introduce	and	develop	Jump	Rope	skills	within	our	learners.	It	
all	started	with	as	simple	as	choosing	the	right	jump	rope	that	fits	you	well,	how	to	jump	
rope	making	 the	 learners	understand	 the	 clue	 ‘Turn	First	Then	 Jump’	and	explaining	 the	
benefits	of	this	classic	game	that	is	fun	to	play.	
	
Grade	1	and	2	learners	have	started	understanding	the	Single	Bounce	and	Double	Bounce	
Jump	rope	skills	and	are	now	working	towards	attaining	competency	at	it.	Grade	3,	4	and	
5	are	developing	their	skills	with	intermediate	levels	jump	rope	styles.		
		

NEWS	FROM	EACH	GRADE	
GRADE	1	
ENGLISH		

Storytelling	 is	 the	 most	
powerful	 way	 to	 put	 ideas	
into	 the	 world	 today!	 This	
statement	 holds	 true	 meaning	
for	the	eager	minds	of	Grade	1.	
Dolled	 up	 as	 their	 favourite	
idol,	 they	 were	 spellbound	 as	
they	 watched	 their	 peer	 and	
his	Parent	narrate	a	wonderful	
story	 making	 the	 characters	
come	 alive	 in	 class!	
They	 say,	
the	 more	
the	
merrier!	
At	 this	
time	 of	
the	 year,	
when	 Santa	 is	 indeed	 a	 very	 busy	
man,	 the	 learners	 took	 a	 sneak	 peak	
into	 Santa’s	 workshop,	 looking	 for	
plural	 forms	 of	 the	 nouns	 they	
spotted	 and	 then	 crafted	 a	 story	 line	
highlighting	how	‘All's	well	that	ends	
well!’	
MATH	 	

Money	 surely	 doesn’t	 grow	 on	 trees	
and	the	Grade	1	learners	picked	up	on	
this	 statement	 well	 and	 learnt	 about	
the	 origin	 of	 money	 and	 most	
importantly	how	 to	use	 it	wisely	and	
well.	 Jessie’s	 story	 was	 an	 insightful	
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one	as	 the	 learners	 shared	how	 they	 choose	to	 spend	 their	money	prudently	on	 items	of	
use.		
SCIENCE	
"Some	Christmas	tree	ornaments	do	more	than	glitter	and	glow;	they	represent	a	gift	
of	 love	 given	 a	 long	 time	 ago."	Grade	 1	 learners	 are	 exploring	 their	 kneading	 skills	 to	
delve	deeper	 into	understanding	 the	 concept	of	Force.	With	Christmas	 round	 the	 corner,	
the	little	ones	created	embellishments	for	their	Christmas	tree	using	play	dough.	

	
GRADE	2A	
ENGLISH	
Grade	2A	learners	explored	the	nuances	of	Poetry	Recitation	from	standing	in	the	correct	
posture	to	voice	modulation,	expression	and	pace	with	an	effort	to	bringing	out	the	poet’s	
emotions.	Playing	with	rhyme	and	rhythm,	the	learners	created	their	own	poems	as	part	of	
the	Literary	Week	celebrations	with	the	‘Poem	in	a	Pocket’	activity.		

“Imagine	 you	 are	 at	 the	 beach.	
Now	 close	 your	 eyes	 and	 listen	
intently.	 What	 do	 you	 hear?”	
Learners	 are	 now	 being	 introduced	
onomatopoeia	 words	 to	 explore	
sounds	in	their	own	environment.			
	
SCIENCE	
What	is	light?	Light	is	all	around	us.	It	
not	 only	 lets	 us	 see	 in	 the	 dark,	 but	
the	properties	of	 light	 are	 important	
to	 many	 aspects	 of	 our	 lives.	
Reflections	in	the	rear-view	mirrors	of	cars	help	to	keep	us	safe.	Refraction	through	lenses	
of	 eyeglasses	or	 contact	 lens’	helps	 some	people	 see	better.	 	 Pulses	of	 infra-red	 light	are	
transmitted	as	signals	so	we	can	communicate	with	our	TVs.	
Sometimes	we	model	it	as	a	wave,	sometimes	as	a	particle.	Light	is	light.	Nevertheless,	the	
wave	properties	of	light	lend	themselves	to	a	rich	array	of	experiments	that	helped	further	
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learners’	understanding.	Learners	continued	to	do	activities	this	week	in	order	to	explore	
light	and	shadow	and	learned,	what	light	is	made	up	of,	how	it	travels,	the	speed	at	which	it	
travels	and	its	properties	(transparent,	translucent,	and	opaque).	This	was	then	connected	
to	their	life	skill	where	they	exhibited	their	creativity	by	using	the	knowledge	of	properties	
of	 light,	 designing	 a	 curtain	 for	 their	 little	 sibling’s	 room	 so	 that	 his	 or	 her	 sleep	 is	 not	
disturbed	 due	 to	 rays	 of	 light	 entering	 the	 room.	 Exploring	 their	 communication	 skills,	
learners	also	took	a	few	moments	to	share	what	they	had	learned	in	the	unit.	
		 	
MATH	
Initially,	children	don’t	really	understand	the	meaning	of	five	minutes,	but	they	can	begin	to	
understand	that	they	need	to	get	ready	for	bed	when	they	end	a	cartoon	they	are	watching.	
Thus,	introducing	this	unit	brought	in	concepts	of	time	(like	after	this	cartoon	is	over,	which	
is	when	the	big	hand	touches	the	6),	helping	learners	to	read	and	write	time	on	digital	and	
analogue	clocks,	as	well	as	understand	how	to	read	a	calendar.	Activities	conducted	during	
the	lessons	helped	learners	to	determine	whether	they're	running	late	or	whether	they	have	
plenty	of	time	to	spare.	Helping	learners	realize	that	managing	time	can	help	us	catch	a	
train,	bus,	or	an	aeroplane	on	time	and	allows	us	to	know	if	we’re	going	to	make	it	to	an	
important	get-together	early	or	late.	Thus,	learners	learned	a	very	important	life	skill	of	
‘Time	Management’.	
	
GRADE	2B	
	ENGLISH	
“Poetry	is	when	an	emotion	has	found	its	thought	and	the	thought	has	found	words.”	–	
Robert	Frost.	
Yes,	you	have	guessed	it	right,	the	young	learners	of	grade	2B	have	been	focusing	on	poetry,	
this	month.	The	learners	learnt	about	elements	of	poetry	such	as	rhyme,	rhythm,	voice	or	
speaker,	 stanzas	 and	 structure.	 We	 began	 the	 unit	 by	 focusing	 on	 rhyming	 words.	 The	
learners	 played	 a	 game	 where	 they	 identified	 the	 words	 that	 rhyme.	 Some	 learners	 made	
interesting	stories	using	rhyming	words.	The	learners	were	introduced	to	parts	of	speech:	
‘Noun	phrase’	 to	enrich	 their	vocabulary	which	will	 then	help	 the	 learners	to	write	 their	
own	poem.	Learners	also	had	a	session	where	they	had	to	pick	a	poem	of	their	choice	and	
recite	 to	 the	 class	 and	we	 had	 two	 learners	 reciting	 beautifully	 stanzas	 of	 ‘Macavity	 the	
Mystery	Cat’	by	the	great	poet	T.S	Elliot.		

SCIENCE	
Leo	Tolstoy	one	of	the	great	authors	once	said,	“All	the	beauty	of	life	is	made	up	of	light	
and	shadow.”	 	The	 learners	of	grade	2B	focused	on	this	beauty	of	 life	 in	 their	unit	 ‘Light	
and	Shadow’.	Learners	conducted	many	experiments	 to	know	why	and	how	the	shadows	
are	formed,	how	we	can	change	the	shape	and	size	of	a	shadow	by	adjusting	the	distance	
between	 the	 object	 and	 the	 source	 of	 light.	 Learners	 learnt	 about	 the	 properties	of	 light	
like:	Light	travels	in	a	straight	line,	and	that	the	visible	light	is	called		‘White	Light’	despite	
having	 a	 spectrum	 of	 colours,	 and	 they	 understood	 this	 concept	 by	 making	 their	 own	
Newton’s	wheel	 and	moving	 it	 fast	 to	 understand	 that	 since	 light	 travels	 at	 a	 very	 high	
speed,	 it	 appears	 white.	 Words	 like	 Opaque,	 Transparent,	 Translucent,	 Silhouette,	
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Reflection	were	added	to	the	leaners’	vocabulary.	

MATH	
One	 of	 the	 life	 skills	 that	 learners	 were	
focusing	this	term	was	Goal	Setting.	Learners	
were	introduced	to	the	concept	of	‘to	do	list’	
while	learning	about	this	life	skill.	Time	is	of	
the	 greatest	 essence	 while	 making	 this	 list	
and	 also	 one	 of	 the	 most	 vital	 resources	 in	
our	 everyday	 life.	 	 How	 will	 you	 use	 your	
time	 to	 its	 optimum,	 and	 respect	 time	 and	
thereby	set	goals	for	yourselves,	if	you	had	no	
idea	 on	 how	 to	 read	 the	 time.	 The	 learners	 of	
grade	 2B	 focused	 on	 ‘Time’	 this	 month	 and	
learnt	 all	 about	 time.	 They	were	 introduced	 to	
digital	and	analogue	clocks,	to	read	time	
in	 hourly,	 half	 hourly	
and	 quarterly	 fashion	
using	 phrases	 like,	 ‘half	
past,	 quarter	 past	 and	
quarter	 to’.	 Learners	
were	 also	 taught	 to	
read	 and	 convert	 time	
from	 12	 hours	 to	 24	
hours	 format	 by	 using	
arithmetic	 operations	
like	 addition.	 Learners	
also	 focused	on	elapsed	
time	 or	 time	 intervals	 and	 solve	
word	problems	on	time.	With	this	
we	 completed	 the	 unit	 just	 in	
‘time’	😊 to	wrap	things	up	before	
the	 Christmas	 break.	 Happy	
holidays!	

	
It	has	been	an	eventfully	year	filled	with	Newsletters!	We	hope	you	will	feel	and	be	
refreshed	and	renewed	in	the	New	Year.	

Warm	regards	

The	Gera	School	
	


